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These essays are intended as a general description of some of the principal forms of narrative
literature in the Middle A ges, and as a review of some of the more interesting works in each
period. It is hardly necessary to say that the conclusion is one in which nothing is concluded,
and that whole tracts of literature have been barely touched on the English metrical romances,
the Middle High German poems, the ballads, Northern and Southern which would require to
be considered in any systematic treatment of this part of history. Many serious difficulties
have been evaded (in Finnesburh more particularly), and many things have been taken for
granted, too easily. My apology must be that there seemed to be certain results available for
criticism, apart from the more strict and scientific procedure which is required to solve the
more difficult problems of Beowulf or of the old Northern or the old French(Typographical
errors above are due to OCR software and dont occur in the book.)About the Publisher
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Epic and romance: essays on medieval literature; by W. P. Ker. Physical Description: xxiv, p.
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Share Share Epic and romance are distinct literary genres that poets combine in some of the
most effective into a single literary work, then, is a fusion of elements of classical antiquity
and literary medieval culture. The Allegorical Epic: Essays in Its Rise and Decline.
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