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illustrated. 1877 Excerpt: ... needs and the dangers of the army and the nation, and so, more
than any one else, was frank and urgent in his communications to Congress and his
correspondence with American agents abroad. He could see safety for the United States only
in a formal alliance with France; in words, where modesty was united with perfect dignity, he
placed his country under the protection of Louis XVI.; he did not deceive himself as to the
small assistance to be gained at this time from Holland, or even from Spain. Meanwhile the
American war grew to huge proportions; the two armies, moderate in number, equal in
courage and perseverance, measured their strength on battle-fields from the banks of the St.
Lawrence to the shores of Georgia. Congress was eager to acquire Canada, Nova Scotia, and
Newfoundland; Great Britain would yield nothing of the immense empire which she thought
the treaty of 1763 had consolidated, and which stretched from the Northern Ocean to the
Mexican Gulf, from the Mississippi to the Atlantic, from Labrador to the Bahama Channel.
The summer of 1776 was spent by Congress, after the signing of the Declaration of
Independence, in regulating the work of the Confederation. In September, the arrival in
America of the young Marquis de Lafayette was hailed as the forerunner of the French
alliance, and the promise of a formal treaty with a nation whose universal prestige had suffered
little from the series of reverses she had borne towards the end of the last war, which she
persistently carried on in many lands, and on all the seas of the globe. Lafayette, at nineteen,
without worldly experience, or practice in war, was, nevertheless, the fascinating ideal of the
French nobility, the model of modern chivalry, so different in feeling and faith from that of
former day...
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