The PDS A symbol of eastern German identity?

Die Linke (the Left) is now Germany s third largest political party and the fourth largest
political grouping in the Bundestag, Germany s parliament. Die Linke, however, is the result
of a fusion in June 2007 between the left wing of the German social democratic party (SPD)
and the Partei des demokratischen Sozialismus (PDS), the successor to East Germany s
former, effectively Communist, ruling party, the SED. In practice, the PDS contributed 60,000
of the new party s 72,000 members, making Die Linke an essentially eastern German party.
Moreover, the PDS had been unique in enjoying a level of electoral success denied to other
Communist successor parties which had not turned themselves into mainstream social
democratic parties within the new liberal democratic order. This book, employing the period
2001 03 for its detailed analysis, suggests that this uniqueness is best understood as either an
expression of eastern German national sentiment or as deriving from a reinterpretation of
Marxism attuned to the interests of a democratic, twenty-first century society, and the book
explores these alternative understandings in turn. Noting both the historic distinctiveness of
German capitalism and the contradictions within German communism, it concludes that the
PDS, now fused in Die Linke, remains nourished by the particularism of eastern Germany.
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